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This is the heart-stopping moment a great white shark leaps from the ocean to catch a seal - showing the true extent of its deadly power.
Erupting out of the sea with its jaws open the monstrous creature can be seen hurtling towards a Cape fur seal at a speed of almost 25mph.
The dramatic moment was captured within a split second by famed wildlife photographer, Steve Bloom, who waited a painstaking 16 days for the
incredible shot.

This is the heart-stopping moment a great white shark leaps from the ocean to catch a seal just off the coast of South Africa

The 59 year-old, who is originally from South Africa and now lives in Kent, waited in a tiny boat just off the African coast for more than two weeks to
secure the once-in-a-lifetime picture.
He said: 'For 16 days I huddled in a small boat off the African coast in an attempt to get a picture of a great white shark breaching in its hunt for seals.
Fast reflexes and a responsive camera were imperative as the boat rolled in the swell. I crouched low for a more dramatic image, fighting seasickness
and never knowing when or if a shark would appear.
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'My head throbbed and muscles ached from holding the camera steady for hours on end. When the shark finally burst out of the water, it was so fleeting,
over so quickly, that as the sea settled in its wake I wondered if I was dreaming. The entire sequence lasted less than a second.'

MOST READ NEWS

'Armed police
surround property'
amid reports body

From a £350,000
terrace to a £3m
piece of history...

Body of Stone Roses
fan who went
missing after reunion

Share this article:

Facebook

Twitter

Tweet

Police officer who
answered 999 call
from hospital bed

'Is Wimbledon always
held in London?':
Massive backlash

Ads by Google:

Google+ Messenger LinkedIn

2

Attacked for being a
goth: Thugs who left
girl unable to...

Digg it

Newsvine

Fark

Nowpublic

Reddit

Lose 4 Stone in 3 Months?
Discover the Shocking Truth About
Britain's Hottest Diet...
TrimRecipe.com/Diet

Ads by Google:

C1 Driver Training
Free Theory Tests 02392 123555
Horse box, Ambulance, 7.5ton
www.2start-training.com

Luxury African
Safaris
Safari
Vacations.Private
Game Lodge
Packages from
R4350.00

0
Print article

Email article

www.wildlifeafrica.co.za

You like The moment a killer strikes: Great white shark targets a
tiny seal as it breaches waters off the coast of South

Like

Comments (55)

Add your comments

Here's what other readers have said. Why not add your thoughts, or debate this issue live on our message boards.
The comments below have not been moderated.
Newest

Oldest

Best rated

Worst rated
View all

Eh why would anyone think this a picture of a whale????? did i miss something???
- Laura, Kilmarnock, ayrshire,
09/7/2012 14:23
Report abuse

Click to rate

Rating

4

- Mooseybaby, Bournemouth, Dorset,
09/7/2012 13:04
Click to rate
19

Rating

Click to rate

Rating

Click to rate
23

Rating

- paul, this once great land, 09/7/2012
13:02

Wow stunning picture of a truly amazing and extremely rare animal.
- Me, Out there, 09/7/2012 12:25
Report abuse

That's not a picture captured by hair-trigger reactions, that is a frame (or whatever it is now called) from a video film. There are enough picture sites on the interweb to find the
same or better at the click of a mouse. - Brad, Stockport, 09/7/2012 10:47 Obviously you've never heard of 'burst mode' in a camera.
- Rod, Hull, 09/7/2012 11:47
Report abuse
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18
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What a horrible picture, I know it's nature, but why would anyone wait 16 days to take this dreadful picture, what pleasure can he get from looking at the death of this poor seal
over and over? - shop lady, Derby, 8/7/2012 21:38 - Plenty thanks. Its a great snap. And stop crying.
- mothhawk9, San Roque Spain,
09/7/2012 11:37
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I didn't notice the gills straight away. What made me recognise it as a shark rather than an orca, was the shape and anatomical location of the open mouth. Good picture but I
think that instead of wasting a couple of weeks of your life on a boat waiting to capture the photo, he could have scanned it from National Geographic.
- Farmer Giles, Truro, Cornwall,
09/7/2012 11:15
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Regardless of what animal type it is or the age/accuracy of the content either way its a blooming good photo!
- Phil, UK, 09/7/2012 10:50
Report abuse

That's not a picture captured by hair-trigger reactions, that is a frame (or whatever it is now called) from a video film. There are enough picture sites on the interweb to find the
same or better at the click of a mouse.
- Brad, Stockport, 09/7/2012 10:47
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Eric and Bruce... Whales are mammals. Mammals cannot breathe underwater. Whales breathe through blowholes. Sharks are fish. Fish breathe through gills. The animal
pictured has gills. Are you sure it's a whale?
- Maya, Kent, 09/7/2012 10:37
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